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Reading has various purposes, mainly for educational purpose or for pleasure. For 
educational purpose, reading is one of four skills to be learned in the second language 
acquisition. Besides, it is an important source of linguistic input and an effective 
means for improving linguistic competence. Reading has always had a prominent 
position in the interests of both second language researchers and scholars. In the 
research into second language reading, readers’ subjective factor is a topic which is 
greatly emphasized. In the research into readers’ subjective factor, reading strategy is 
one of the research orientations. Some researchers (Harri-Augustein, Smith & Thomas 
1982; Knutson 1998) conclude that different reading strategies can bring about 
different reading effectiveness. Reading methods and strategies are always closely 
related to reading quality. So, it is still necessary for us to further explore the topic of 
how to use more available reading methods and strategies to improve reading quality. 
 
The relationship of textual theory to EFL reading comprehension has for a long time 
been a heated research area. The various findings in this field have greatly facilitated 
the improvement of reading ability and the advancement of reading course. However, 
the previous theoretical empirical studies focus more on the theoretical elucidations. 
This thesis puts the use of textual device in a new light on the basis of the theory of 
informativity and situationality and further at a micro level, explores the relationship 
between the use of textual device and the quality of reading, and it also puts forward 
some theoretical and pedagogical implications for reading teaching in the second 
language pedagogical context. A reading study, which consists of a reading 
test-quantitative approach and a written questionnaires-qualitative approach, is 
conducted in the present thesis. The theoretical construct of textual device in this 
study only encompasses two major categories: informativity and situationality, which 
principally encompasses informativity, thematization, local coherence, lexis, syntactic 
problem, contextual meaning, inference and prediction. Therefore, this thesis is 
composed of five parts: Chapter One focuses on theoretical studies on second 
language reading; Chapter Two is devoted to theoretical studies relevant to textuality; 
Chapter Three introduces the theory of informativity and situationality; Chapter Four 
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report of an experiment including a reading test and a written questionnaires.  
 
Beaugrande and Dressler put forward the seven standards constructing a text, which 
provide the theoretical underpinning and insights for exploring reading process. 
Therefore, starting from the theory of informativity and situationality, a written 
questionnaires and a reading test are carried out for the purpose of mainly 
understanding the students’ existing reading methods and strategies and addressing 
the relationship between the use of textual device and reading quality. The written 
questionnaires manages to elicit the students’ existing reading methods and strategies. 
It is found that the student readers’ inadequate recognition towards the function of 
textual devices, lack of internalized textual knowledge and insufficient instructions on 
using textual device are the three main factors, which affect their performance of 
using textual device. Thus, holistically, their reading quality is degraded in some 
measure. The findings suggests that heightening the awareness of using textual device 
is very significant for improving reading quality. The reading test explores the 
relationship between the use of textual device and reading quality. The test result is 
that high-level students get higher scores than low-level students. Through t-tests, the 
results show that there exist significant differences on the performance of using 
textual device between high-level students and low-level students. The findings 
indicates that high-level students perform better on using textual device than low-level 
students. Apparently, better internalized textual knowledge, higher awareness of 
strategy use and better recognition towards the function of textual device play a 
positive role in reading. It suggests that making students exposed to more textual 
features and receiving more strategies-based instructions on using textual device are 
enormously important for improving reading quality. In short, the findings of the 
study will greatly advance our understanding of L2 reading comprehension and 
provide insights into using textual device in ESL pedagogical context.  
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Reading has various purposes, mainly for educational purpose or for pleasure. It is 
still the case that most of us rely on our reading in order to gain required information 
or broaden our knowledge. Information on news, policies and high technologies is 
available in print and it has to be processed by way of reading. We could not function 
without reading. Especially, for most students, reading is by far the most important of 
the four skills in a second language, particularly in English as a second or foreign 
language. Without solid reading ability, second language learners cannot perform at 
levels they must in order to succeed in making extensive use of academic materials 
written in English. Reading plays a critical role in the second language acquisition.  
 
Reading is not a passive, but rather an active process. It is also a very complex 
process that involves a wide range of variables. Some scholars and teachers engaging 
in the second language education are vitally concerned with the approaches that can 
improve students’ reading ability. Research into ESL reading has been receiving great 
attention, especially, in recent years. A multitude of books and journals have devoted 
to the study of reading from different perspectives and thereafter resulted in a great 
amount of theoretical approaches to ESL reading. Generally speaking, they have 
played an active role in improving reading ability. However, few approaches of 
reading have won general and long-standing acceptance. Learners still find the fact 
they often read with poorer comprehension than they are expected and read 
considerably more slowly than they reportedly read in their first language. It seems 
that there is a mismatch between learners’ present reading quality and learners’ 
expectations. So, it is still necessary for us to explore more available methods and 
strategies to improve reading quality.  
 
Reading has always had a prominent position in the interests of both second language 
researchers in second language teaching and learning. In recent years, new views 
towards the nature of reading process have revitalized both theory and practice in 
second language reading. Especially, with the development of text linguistics theory, 
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Dressler, have converted their attention to exploring the topic of how to improve 
reading ability on the basis of the text. Halliday and Hasan have made great 
contribution to the theory and practice on the text. Beaugrande and Dressler (1981) 
propose that what makes a text a text should conform to the following seven standards 
of textuality: cohesion, coherence, intentionality, acceptability, informativity, 
situationality and intertextuality. Thus, the seven standards of textuality provide the 
theoretical foundations for developing more effective approaches to reading. So, 
much remains to be learned about how the seven standards of textuality affect reading 
process respectively and the extent to what they may exert an effect on reading quality. 
It concerns not only the question of how to integrate text theory into practice but also 
the question of how to further improve learners’ reading ability. The present research 
brings together the theory of informativity and situationality and the application of 
textual device to reading. Hence, a reading study is conducted to explore the 
relationship between the use of textual device and reading quality. Qualitative 
approach and quantitative approach are used in combination in this study. The data of 
reading test and written questionnaires are respectively collected to explore the 
relationship between the use of textual device and the quality of reading, and 
understand students’ conditions of using reading methods and strategies together with  
teachers’ classroom instructions on using textual device in reading. This thesis mainly 
aims at exploring the relationship between the use of textual device and reading 
quality and puts forward some theoretical and pedagogical implications to ESL 
reading teaching. Generally speaking, this thesis consists of five parts: Chapter One 
focuses on theoretical studies on second language reading; Chapter Two is devoted to 
theoretical studies relevant to textuality; Chapter Three introduces the theory of 
informativity and situationality; Chapter Four further deals with second language 
reading from text perspective; Chapter Five is a detailed report of an experiment 
including a reading test and a written questionnaires.  
 
Chapter One makes a general introduction of the relationship between reading and 
second language acquisition and also the previous studies on second language reading. 
Reading is a strategic, interactive and meaning constructing process influenced by a 
reader’s prior knowledge. The main purpose for reading is to understand the writer’s 
ideas. So, there is nothing more important than comprehension in reading. According 
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